
Dear Friends and Family      Trebuhov-Ladholz, April 2009 

Kiev welcomes me under an overcast sky, by unfriendly custom officials and potholes in the 
road. It is my first visit in the Ukraine since our 
family moved to Switzerland. Lots of thoughts 
cross my mind: How are the children? How 
was the house being taken care of? Is 
everything working? How is the local 
government reacting to the crisis and the 
growing irresponsibilityôs? Of course I was in 
contact with Anja every week over Skype, and 
we were sending E-Mails back and forth. 
Nevertheless Iôm feeling uneasy. Joschi, who 
picks me up at the airport, tells me about the 

financial crisis and his construction business, while Iôm shocked to see the wonderful old 
chestnut trees lining the road have all been cleared. The road has to be broadened, Iôm toldé 
The holes in the frozen ground look like the mouth of an old toothless beggar. Fortunately we are 
soon driving along the well known, snow covered and seemingly endless fields. How often did I 
drive along this route? A short mental addition gives me the sum of 4000. But nevertheless this 
ride is somehow new to me. From afar I spot the lights of the 
Children Centre. We arrive and everything is still and 
quietéthe sudden joyful shouts of the children explode like a 
firework: Diadia Mareeeeek! And already they hang around 
my neck, shake my hands and jump on my backé Itôs great to 
be back to Sunshineé and immediately I feel as if I have  

The greatest pleasure was that the children were all fine, 
healthy, clean and properly dressed, and what is most 

important, they are well 
looked after and cared for. 
During the one week I 
spent with them, my first 
impression was well 
confirmed. Anja, our 
director of the childrens home, told me how Ola, our new 
child, had impatiently awaited my arrival. The moment I met 
her I realised that we already know each other. In 2005 she 
was a participant at our summer camp and had been crowned 
the unofficial Ăprincess of teeth brushing.ñ Since then her 
picture became a part of many presentations and on the 
screen. Three years later after her father had left the family 
and her elder sister had given birth to her third child and 
while the mother sank into alcohol abuse, little Ola joint 

us.The social services only startet to get interested in her once she became a street child and 
played truant. The family and the neighbors ignored her doings. Once more I wondered what the 
seventy years of communism had done to this hospitable and friendly slavic people. At school 



Olas performance is very poor. She goes to our home school and the teachers think it will take a 
long time until she can join the school children of her age. Also during our winter holiday when 
everyone started to learn skiing or snowboarding, Ola only made a faint attempt to join themé 
She however started to like the ski-gibel and drove around on this strange gadget all day long. It 
consists of a stool fixed to a ski. ĂGibel,ñ is a 
dialect expression for sledge. The ski-gibel made 
by Beat Spechts caused a sensation on the slopes 
of the Ukrainian Carpats. Everybody watching 
Olas downhill runs wanted to see and touch the 
gibel from close and wanted to buy it. But Ola was 
unrelenting.ñThis ski-gibel is not for sale.ñ And 
proudly she added:ñ It comes from Switzerland.ñ  

The Winter camp in the Carpats turned out to be a 
huge experience. Thanks to numerous contributions 
and gifts of skis, snowboards, shoes, anoraks and 
further items and thanks to Fred Josi and his colleage 
who transported all those goodies directly to the 
camp, the children were equipped with all the skiing 
gear needed. We stayed for three days in Polanica 
close to Bukovel, one of the few ski-resorts of the 
Ukraine. On the second day already the older 

children, with Wanja in front of course, were running down 
the blue slope while the rest of them was exercising on the 
nursery slopes and taken care of by Beat and Seline, whom 
I can heartily recommend as skiing instructors. It has been a 
real adventure for all. In the name of the kids I wish to 
thank everyone who contributed with gifts or sponsoring to 
this event. It is such a pleasure to offer to children like 

Wanja, Aloina, 
Valik and Ola such 
an experience. Thank You! 

Aliona and her brother Valentin, called Valik, opted both 
for snowboarding. Both are in Sunshine since five 
months. Four years ago their mother had left the family 
and has not returned, while their father worked on a 
construction site in Russia. The then ten year old Aliona 
took care of the five year old Valik. None of the uncles 

and aunts living in the aerea wanted to look after them. In a moment of compassion one of the 
aunts brought the two children to our Sunshine home. They were just crying silently when she 
left. Recently their father turned up to let them know that he cannot take them back. He has no 
home, but a new wife. To be abandoned again has deeply hurt the children. We hope to find 
foster parents who will take good care of them. Unfortunately there is no more room in the foster 



family of Igor and Inga, who is part of the Sunshine Home. They already have nine children, but 
only room for eight.  

During our absence our staff continued to visit the state-run childrenôs home, to spend time with 
the street children, who are brought in by the police 
and also to those, who are permanently living there. 
These children greatly appreciate the time spent with 
our team. Together they paint, play and do sports. 
Seline, a qualified florist, teaches the girls to make 
flower arrangements. We have been equally pleased to 
hear that our children have visited an old age home and 
brought presents to and spent time with elderly people. 
On the picture one can see Wanja and Serjoga, the 
brother of Tanja, together with an elderly resident of 

the home. 

Since September 2008 Ukraine has been through a lot and none of it can be considered good. 
There was the gas war with Russia which ruined its trustworthiness, the monetary crash which 
halved the value of the Ukrainian Hrivna against 
the dollar, then the financial crises which 
triggered off a wave of unemployment. This is the 
reason why again more streetchildren are spotted 
near underground and railway stations. The media 
printed headlines like, ĂGoverment coalition in 
Ukraine definitly broken upñ (NZZ) or, 
ĂBancruptcy: Ukraine fears for IWF creditñ(DIE 
PRESSE). 

Shortly before years end the Sunshine Home had 
an unpleasant visitor. The fire brigade came to check our fire warning systeme and promptly 
found it faulty. They ordered a revision. The main problems were a few missing fire alarm 
sensors (at 2-3 Swiss francs each) and a broken cable. Exactly four years ago the sensors were 
fixed by order of the same fire brigade. Exactly, like four years ago, they urged us to employ a 
certain company who holds the necessary licences and qualifications. In addition, the wooden 
construction of the new roof would have to be painted with a fire-resistent solution. We expected 
a bill of 500 Hrivna but received a quote of 40'000 Hrivna (6'500 Swiss francs). Our jaw just 
dropped in face of such an impertinence. Not even a childrensô home is safe from exploitation. 
We shall look for an other company, who is holding a licence, but is not Ărecommendedñ by the 
fire brigade. We cannot count on the support of the regional chief, as he himself sits in detention 
pending trial for corruption.  

End of April we are planing to hold a conference in the Sunshine Home with the requested topics, 
"Difficulties ocurring during teenager years in home education" and "Working with abused children." 
Besides our own staff we are inviting care givers and directrors of other children's institutions. We are 
still looking for a speaker for the second subject. Could you recommend one, or could a qualified person, 
reading these lines, come to Kiev for three or four days? 



In summer we plan to go ahead with the traditional summer camps. The dates are as follows: 4th-16th July 
and 13th-26th July 2009. The first camp is being organised by Pfimi Thun. The contact person is Lukas 
Kernen, phone 079 774 4900 or by email: l.kernen@pfimi-thun.ch. Ekklesia is the organisor of the 
second camp, their contact person is Micha Grimm: micha.grimm@ekklesia-movement.ch. Our next 
news letter will hold further information. 

Personnaly we are all well but missing the Sunshine Home very much. Michelle and Pascal are often 
talking about their friends in the home and are writing postcards and letters. The certainty that the 
children are well looked after helps us, to concentrate on our daily routine. Marek is presently working in 
a christian therapy centre for drug addicts, and he attends to the work in Kiev by presenting the project in 
communities and circles of friends. Nathalie is busy with all the challenges at home and takes part as 
much as time allows in the activities of the church.We are thrilled to have our friends near us, to enjoy the 
splendid countryside of Ladholz, the community life and the longest winter of this century.Sarah made 
her first steps to the acclamation of her sister and brother well before her first anniversary.  

We cherish the memory of the Christmas meeting and of all the good contacts with you all. We remember 
the good community spirit and the presentations of Lina, Joschi, Beat and Seline. They are all well and 
send kind regards to all of you. 

It comes from our heart when we say thank you for your faithfull support during 2008. Inspite of the 
crisis, the uncertainty and the enormous price increases, we were able to finance the whole project, to run 
the summer camp, to buy food and clothes, to pay medical and educational bills. We specially would like 
to thank Ekklesia, who in their Christmas Service have collected over 27'000 Swiss francs for Sunshine 
and the work done by Katja Schmid in Afghanistan. In the year 2008 our organization Kiev Kids received 
Fr 299'227.29. Many thanks to all who have again and again been our sponsors . We add the donation 
receipts to this letter. The financial statement for 2008 will be added to our next letter. 

We are wishing you a blessed time and we recommend to your prayers the following concerns: 

-  Thanks for a good year 2008, for the children, the staff and the financial means 

-  Pray for a stable political and economic situation in the Ukraine 

-  Pray for Anja, our director: wisdom and strength in her work 

-  Pray for the new children in Sunshine: Olia, Aloina and Valentin 

-  Pray for a favourable solution of the fire alarm system 

With love, yours 

Wnuks 

 


